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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The amendment filed 12/10/08 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states 
that no amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the 
invention. The added material which is not supported by the original disclosure is 
as follows: as in amended claim 9, that there is a "first operative sound signal 
recorded in a closed state of the valve induced during operation of the pump" and 
a "second operative sound signal recorded in an open state of the valve induced 
during operation of the pump". In the embodiment of fig. 2, there is only one 
signal emitting from sensor 40 into filter 42 and there is no indication of a first and 
second signal being recorded in an open or closed state during operation of the 
pump. It appears there is one signal which is then used to calculate a single 
signal level which is then fed to a delay unit 46, which is stored. There is 
absolutely no indication of recording of signals in an open or closed state during 
operation of the pump. Note par [1 7] which indicates the comparison of a signal 
and a delayed signal and the state evaluation occurs prior to the calculation. If 
the signal is compared to a delayed signal, how is it also indicated that the signal 
is compared to a stored signal? 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office 
Action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. See 
paragraph 1 above for detailed explanation. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear what "second 
operative sound signal ...induced during operation of the pump" is referring to. 
Further, it is unclear how the evaluation device follows the calculating device and 
is for determining the valve state. Note that in fig. 2, the evaluation device 41 
clearly includes more than the device for determining the state. Further, the 
recitation referring to signal output is unclear and appears to be incomplete. 
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Further, claims 10 and 11 appear to be repetitive of claim 9. Finally, claim 12 is 
also not clear. How is the valve state determined? 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nashmiya S. Fayyaz whose telephone 
number is 571-272-2192. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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